
The Tower  

MICROSOFT 

 

First Presbyterian Church     
340 5th Avenue South    
Saint Cloud, MN  56301   

Telephone: 320-251-8277     
www.fpcstcloud.org 

 

 

Pastorôs Reflections 2 

Youth and Campus 3 

Session / Holy Week 4 

Lenten Opportunity 5 

Adult Christian Ed 6 

Finance Report 6 

World Day of Prayer 7 

Whoôs Who in the Pew? 8 

In Memoriam 9 

Birthdays 9 

Calendar 10 

Serving This Month 11 

  

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

First Presbyterian 
Church Staff  

 
R . D  S 

Pastor 
 

M  G 
Director of Youth &  
Campus Ministry 

 

J  D  
Coordinator of  

Childrenôs Ministry  
 

L  P 
Director of Chancel  

Ringers  
 

D  F  
Director of Music  

 
S  V 

Director of Facilities 

Transformation 2018 Ministry Event  
Minnesota Valleys Presbytery, Twin Cities Presbytery and First  
Presbyterian Church, St. Cloud, Minnesota are sponsoring a leadership 
event:  April 5-7, 2018  

 

What:  Minnesota Valleys Presbytery is partnering with Midwest Initi-
ative for Leading Transition to host a two and half day transformation train-
ing event. The event is designed for congregation teams and will focus on 
the complexity of leading churches through a transformation process. The  
faculty will address the misconceptions of the one size fits most concepts of 
church growth strategies. Trained in building the capacities of leaders to 
enter systems, coach change and resourcing various congregational systems 
this event will assist participants in retooling for ministry in the 21st  
century.  

 

Where:  First Presbyterian Church, St. Cloud, MN 

 

Participants can expect to return home with a greater understanding of:  

¶ Leading change in the 21st Century Church  

¶ Working within systems  

¶ Cultural and systemic challenges to ministry today  

¶ Transformation models  

¶ Vocational Discernment  

¶ Visioning for the future  

 

Cost is $60 but is free for First Presbyterian members.  Registration is  
required.  To learn more about the event, please visit:  fpcstcloud.org or  
see the brochure here at church. 
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Pastorôs Reflections           Rev. Darin Seaman 

 During the Lenten season we reflect upon temptation beginning 
with Jesusô wilderness temptations and following Jesus to the cross.   
At the cross, I can only imagine Jesus was tempted to demonstrate his 
divinity but chose to follow through with Godôs plan.   
 
 Temptation has been in theological news lately as Pope Francis 
has asked the church to consider the phrasing of the Lordôs Prayer.   
Specifically, he wonders if the prayer, ñlead us not into temptationò 
should instead be replaced as ñdo not let us fall into temptation.ò   
 
 Pope Francis, along with others, cannot imagine God pushing us 
toward sin.  The Pope argues that a righteous and loving Father would 
never place his children in the paths of spiritual peril.  ñIt is Satan who 
leads us into temptation.  Thatôs his department,ò the Pope said. 
 
 Many agree with the Pope.  Temptation ultimately flows from our own hearts.  James  
reminds us of this, ñWhen tempted, no one should say, óGod is tempting me.ô For God cannot be 
tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; but each person is tempted when they are dragged away 
by their own evil desire.ò (1) 
 
 But still others disagree because the language reminds us that we worship a God who does 
more than safeguard us from spiritual hazard. (2)  ñLead us notò reminds us that it is God who leads 
his people sometimes into the wilderness and sometimes even into exile.  Matthew reminds us that 
Jesus himself was led into the wilderness to be ñtempted by the devil.ò (3) 

  Rather than lament temptation maybe we should thank 
God for the times we have been guided by Jesus Christ through 
our own temptations.  Because he himself was tested yet with-
out sin.  ñFor we do not have a high priest who is unable to  
empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been 
temped in every way, just as we are ï yet he did not sin.ò (4) 

 
 I doubt the Lordôs Prayer will change but the Pope did 
make us think about the prayer Jesus taught.  For that, I am 
grateful. 
 
 Grace and peace to you. 
 
 
 
 
ðïðððððððððð 
1 See James 1:13-14. 
2  Reynolds, Matt.  Christianity Today, March 2018. 
3  See Matthew 4:1. 
4 See Hebrews 4:15. 

March Sermon Titles 

 

March 4 

ñTemple Disorderò 

John 2:13-22 
 

March 11 

ñLight and Darknessò 

John 3:14-21 
 

March 18 

ñStaring at Deathò 

John 12:30-33 
 

March 25 

Palm Sunday 

Crusade Choir Selections 
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Sr. High Youth Connections: 

Meet from 9:00 am-9:50 am on Sunday mornings, weekly 

Peers meet to be connected with each other, read scripture together, discuss 
relevant topics, and pray with and for one another.  
We meet each Sunday in March:  4th, 11th, 18th, 25th  
 

Youth Connections: 
Sun., March 18 Open (Ice) Skate  - $5.00 
  SCSU Herb Brooks Natôl Hockey Center 
  4:30 pm -5:45 pm 

Coming in April! 

Sat., Apr. 14 Youth Leadership Conference:  1-Day Event, Sr. High Youth, Twin Cities 

Upcoming Youth Summer Trip (June 2018): 

June 18-22 Red Lake, Minn.  
  Cost: $80 per person 
  Leave Monday, June 18th, at Noon. Return on Friday, June 22, mid-afternoon 

 

Mark Giese 
Director of Youth & 
Campus Ministry    
P:  320-251-8277 
E:  mark@fpcstcloud.org   
  
Office hours:  
8:00 am-4:30 pm 
Monday - Thursday, 
or by appointment 

 
 

NEW 
INTERN! 
Come and meet 
the new UKirk 
intern,  

Katelyn Gill! 

Sunday,  
March 18th  
after worship 

UKirk College Ministry   

[YOO-kerk] 

Website:  www.stcloudukirk.com    
or Find us on Facebook  

(facebook.com/stcloudukirk) 

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY 

UKirk now meets on Monday  
afternoons in March  
(5th, 12th, 19th, 26th)  

from 2:00-2:45 pm in Atwood. 

Columbine Room 
2nd Floor in AMC 

 

SUMMER CAMP: Clearwater Forest - Registration is now open for 2018 summer camp programs! 

There are a variety of programs for all ages. Contact Mark Giese about two camp fundraisers coming this Spring.  

Check out programs and dates available, and register at:  www.clearwaterforest.org  

Daily Devotions: 
ñJourney to the Crossò  
www.d365.org 

MARCH MISSION 

Ú College Meal 

¶ Sunday, March 11  

¶ 11:30 amð1:30 pm 

¶ Manse House 

Ú Wednesday Night Meal 

¶ Wednesday, March 14 

¶ 5:00 pmð6:30 pm 

¶ Menu: Breakfast for Dinner! 

¶ ALL ARE WELCOME 

Ú Open (Ice) Skateð$5.00 

¶ Sunday, March 18 

¶ 4:30 pmð5:45 pm 

¶ SCSUðNatôl Hockey Center  

Ú Daily Devotion 

¶ UKirk Daily (Download Free App!) 

¶ www.d365.org 

¶ FREE Apps found in Apple Store 
 and Android Play Store 

mailto:mark@fpcstcloud.org
http://www.stcloudukirk.com
http://www.clearwaterforest.org
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Session Meeting Highlights - Jan. 22, 2018 

New Elders Were Welcomed:   
 Class of 2019 ï David Buchin   
 Class of 2020 ï Dan Calhoun, Karen Ondracek,  
     Debbie Picha, Darlene Scherbing 

ACTIONS APPROVED: 

Appointment of Corporate Officers:    
 President ï Karen Ondracek; Vice-President:  David Neiman    
 Secretary ï Nancy Coleman;  Treasurer ï Lonny Wild 

Requests to use the building:  

1. Presbytery of Minnesota Valleys and Twin Cities Presbytery will host a Transitional Ministry 
Event starting 8:00 am April 5, until noon of April 7, 2018.  Pastors, ruling elders and 
congregational members interested in learning more about transitional ministry in the  
21st century are encouraged to attend. 

2. Chinese Christian Fellowship plans fund-raiser event for a Sunday evening in April. (date not set) 

 

¶ Appointed Darlene Scherbing as Commissioner to next Presbytery meeting at Hope Presbyterian 
Church in Spicer MN on Saturday February 3, 2018. 

¶ Next meeting of session:  March 19, 2018. 

¶ Meeting was closed with prayer by Pastor Darin Seaman. 

 

Faithfully submitted,  Lynne Osteraas, Clerk 

 

INFORMATION RECEIVED:  

Updates by e-mail on September 23, 2018 from Construction Task Force:  Rodney Kadlec,  
Mike Karl, Jay Espelien.  See Annual ReportðProperty Committee (pg. 20). 

Holy Week Schedule at First Presbyterian Church in St. Cloud, MN 
 
March 25 - Palm Sunday (10 am) 

The Crusade Choir will be leading us in worship. 

March 29 - Maundy Thursday (7 pm) 

Communion, Foot-Washing and Tenebrae will be 
celebrated at 7:00 pm in the sanctuary. 

March 30 - Good Friday Worship (12 pm) 

In partnership with Peace UCC worship will be at 
12:00 noon. 

April 1 ï Easter Sunday 

7:30 am - Sunrise Worship in the sanctuary 

8:30 am - Breakfast in fellowship hall 

10:00 am - Worship in the sanctuary 
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Youth Group Activities 

 

Lent & Easter Mission Opportunity 

 The Coborn's and Marketplace Food Stores "FREE Four  
Brothers Bone-In Half Ham" campaign started February 18, 2018.   
MAJOR CHANGES have taken place in this campaign.  In order to qualify 
Coborn's shoppers now must join/register in their "moreRewards.com" pro-
gram.  May we suggest if you're interested in the "FREE Half-Ham" cam-
paign that you go to their internet site "moreRewards.com" and read the 
instructions.  Once you have registered and you make purchases after  
February 18 you will accumulate points toward a "FREE Half-Ham'.  The required points this year are 600 
($600.00 spent) and are "yours", they can't be transferred to someone else or to the Church.  Once you have 
accumulated the required points (noted on the bottom of your receipts) you than turn in your receipt at one of 
the Coborn's family of stores meat departments and pick up your Ham.  If it is your intension to donate it to 
your Church, please deliver it to our Church kitchen and we will deliver them to our Church families and local 
food shelf recipients during April, 2018.  The campaign runs through April 1, 2018 and you have until April 8, 
2018 to redeem your earned Ham. 

 Please continue, as you are able, to give to our monthly food collections by placing your donated 
items in the baskets located near the Church entrances.  As March is "Food Shelf Month" we encourage week-
ly donations throughout the month.  Thank you for your participation in meeting family, local food shelf and 
Agency needs during this Lent and Easter season. 

 Sincerely, The Mission and Social Witness Committee  

The Youth Group enjoyed a beautiful day on 
the slopes at Power Ridge on Presidentôs Day 

(Monday, Feb. 19th). 

UKirk at Clearwater Forest Young Adult  
Leadership Retreat, Feb. 9-10.   

UKirk students take a 
break at Open-Skate  

at SCSU.  
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One Great Hour of Sharing 

The One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) offering may be given on either Palm Sunday or Easter 
Sunday.  Through this long-standing, ecumenical effort, Presbyterians share Godôs love by giving to 
ministries that provide relief to those affected by natural disasters, food for the hungry, and support 
towards the self-development of poor and oppressed communities.   

 

Funds are distributed as follows: 

32%: Restoring Hope (Presbyterian Disaster Assistance) Works alongside communities as they 
recover and find hope after natural or human-caused disasters. 

36%: Reducing Hunger (Presbyterian Hunger Program) 

Supporting initiatives that create sustainable food systems and alleviate root causes of poverty so 
that all may be fed. 

32%: Empowering People (Self-Development of People) - a ministry that affirms and enables 
participation in the empowerment of the economically poor, oppressed and disadvantaged peoples. 

Adult Christian Education 

Join us for class on Sundays in March.     
Jerry Hayenga will be leading an  
exploration of the book of Ephesians.   
Classes meet at 8:45 am in the Campbell 
Room at church.   
 

March  4th  
 Ephesians 1 
 
March 11th 
 Ephesians 2 
 
March 18th 
 Ephesians 3 
 
March 25th 
 Ephesians 4   

Finance Update - 2018 
 

January contributions                34,975.75  

 

January expenses 31,417.61 

 

Year-to-date (Jan.) 3,558.14  
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Home Delivered Meals 

 

First Presbyterian Church is scheduled to deliver Home Delivered Meals  

on March 19-23, 2018. Scheduling of drivers will begin in  

early February. For more information, please contact  

Ruby Olson  at 320-252-8347.  

Breakfast with Jesus Continues in March 

Please join us for Breakfast with Jesus, which meets the second Tuesday of 

each month at 9:00 am at the Cornerstone Caf® in Sartell. Everyone is 
welcome to a Dutch Treat, order from the menu breakfast, and good 
fellowship. No reservations. Just show up on  March 8th.  

Jesus loves you the most, but we do too! 

2018 World Day of Prayer 

ñInformed prayer leads to prayerful action.ò  

 
You are invited to attend the World Day of Prayer Service at Atonement Lutheran Church  
(1144 29th Avenue North, St. Cloud, MN) on Friday, March 2 at 1:00 pm. A Bible Study will be 
held at 11:30 am prior to the service. (Please bring a bag lunch).  
 
This yearôs prayer service is written by the women of Suriname (located on the Northeast coastline 
of South America) and focuses on the story of creation. The Bible study and worship service invite 
us to explore issues of climate change, natural disasters, pollution and human abuse of the 
environment and how we might respond as Godôs people.  
 
World Day of Prayer is a worldwide ecumenical movement of Christian women of many traditions 
who come together to observe a common day of prayer each year on the first Friday in March.  


